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THE CLUB IN WARTIME 
IT IS BETRAYING no military secret to state that 


organizations of the type of our Club seldom prosper in 
times of war. This was true during World War I (as some 
of our old-time members will recall) and in the months 
since Pearl Harbor enough evidence has accumulated to 
make it clear that history is bent on repeating itself. 

In the period since December 1941 the Club has sus- 
tained a considerable loss of membership and a corre- 
sponding decline in the volume of sales of its publications. 
At the same time it has grown increasingly difficult to 
obtain new members to take the places vacated by the old. 
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How does this situation affect the Club’s fortunes, and 
what measures should be taken to meet it? Obviously a 
smaller membership and fewer sales of its publications 
can only mean a decline in the Club’s revenue. There will 
be less money to spend, both now and for an unpredict- 
able time in the future. Prudent management (and 
indeed ordinary common sense) leave no choice but to 
effect a corresponding reduction in Club expenses. This 1s 
accordingly being done. The changes, sufficient to permit 
the Club to break even financially, but not it is hoped so 
drastic as to impair seriously its usefulness to the members, 
are outlined below. 

Keepsakes and News-Letter: Both these activities will 
be continued, but for the present their publication will be 
spaced further apart. The keepsakes, which formerly ap- 
peared either monthly or bi-monthly (depending on the 
nature of the material) will be issued at somewhat longer 
intervals. The current series, “Guardians of the Pacific,” 
begun in 1942, will by present plans be completed by the 
end of 1943; thus the series will extend over two years 
instead of over a twelve-month period as has been the cus- 
tom in the past, and will be again in the future. Somewhat 
the same plan will be followed in the case of the News- 
Letter, which will appear rather less frequently than in 
the past; however, at least two numbers will be prepared 
and sent the members each year. 

Publications: The Club will publish fewer books dur- 
ing the period of the emergency and it will exercise par- 
ticular care both in the selection of material and in its 
presentation. The editions will be smaller than usual, not 
above 250 copies and perhaps in some cases as few as 200. 
It may be necessary in particular instances for the club to 
circularize members in advance and to print only as many 
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copies as it recetves advance orders for. In any event, 
although the size of the editions will probably have to be 
cut there will be no reduction in quality. The Club’s well- 
established standards, both as regards text and printing, 
will be maintained. This applies equally to books and to 
the keepsakes. 

The Club has every confidence that the members will 
recognize the necessity for these steps and that they will 
continue to support its activities with the same loyalty 
they have shown in the past. Our organization now has 
behind it nearly a third of a century of solid accomplish- 
ment and of steady if unspectacular growth. It has come 
to occupy a useful and not unimportant place in its chosen 
fields: that of book collecting and the literature and fine 
printing of the Pacific Coast. It is proper that during an 
all-out war it should cut down on its activities, but it 1s 
also desirable that it be in a position to resume its usual 
functions on a normal scale when peace comes again. 

This is the Club’s program for the duration of World 
War II. We hope members will approve it, and support it. 
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THE BEAUTIES OF BOSWELL 
THE MOST RECENT Club publication, Thomas 


Rowlandson’s ‘“The Beauties of Boswell,” was completed 
in mid-December. An announcement was mailed to 
members ten days in advance of publication, and all 
orders that arrived up to December 24 were filled on or 
before that date. 

The Club did a brisk pre-holiday business in these 
Rowlandson reproductions. That, to be frank, was no 
more than we expected, for these amusing and colorful 
drawings have qualities sure to appeal to the shopper of 
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discrimination who is looking for an unusual but appro- 
priate gift. More than half the edition was sold—and de- 
livered—ain the two-week period between the completion 
of the first copies and Christmas. 

The sale of this publication, which started at a rate that 
promised a quick sellout, has continued ever since, and it 
is necessary to report that at this writing considerably less 
than one hundred copies remain. The Club is not con- 
cerned about disposing of the balance of the edition. No 
sales problem is involved; the book will sell out—to the 
last copy—ain due course. What does cause concern is the 
knowledge that a score or more of the members who 
habitually buy copies of every Club publication have not 
yet been heard from, and the suspicion that the announce- 
ment of the book either failed to reach them, or that it 
arrived at a time when they were too deeply involved in 
the pre-Christmas rush to read it and act on it. 

For the benefit of those members who may have over- 
looked our original invitation to subscribe—and also of 
course for others who simply hadn't made up their minds 
earlier—the Club sends a reminder in the form of the 
enclosed duplicate order-card. Please give it your prompt 
attention. A brief description of the publication follows: 
it will perhaps explain why the Club thinks it highly 
unlikely that the number of copies on hand will long 
supply the demand. 

“The Beauties of Boswell” reproduces a rare and 
famous series of caricatures, ten in number, drawn in 
1786 by Thomas Rowlandson. The drawings are pictorial 
satires, done with the technical skill and barbed humor of 
which Rowlandson was an acknowledged master. They 
were inspired by James Boswell’s “The Journal of a Tour 


of the Hebrides with Samuel Johnson, LL. D.,” published 
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the year before. That Londoners of the day took particular 
delight in these none-too-gentle lampoons of the bump- 
tious Boswell and his famous traveling companion may 
be deduced from the fact that, although many thousands 
of them hung in shop windows and were circulated 
through the coffee-houses, copies of the originals are today 
among the rarest of all Rowlandson drawings. The Club’s 
reproductions have been lithographed from one of the few 
complete original sets known to exist. They have been 
made in the exact sizes of the originals and the original 
colors have been carefully reproduced. Each of the ten 
drawings is on a separate sheet. These, with eight pages 
of introductory text and a reproduction of the table of 
plates from the 1786 edition, are contained in an attractive 
portfolio, with leather back, label, and with sides covered 
with paper of 18th century design. Altogether, an un- 
commonly attractive item, in many ways unique among 
Club publications. 

The design, printing, binding, and the singularly 
effective coloring of the plates, were all done at The Grab- 
horn Press. The edition was 250 copies and the price 
(while copies last) 1s $6.00. 
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STUDENT MEMBERSHIPS 
IN A RECENT ISSUE of the News-Letter was pub- 


lished a letter from a member in which she suggested the 
setting up of a special type of membership, at reduced 
dues, for students of colleges and art schools who might 
be expected to benefit by participation in our activities but 
who in general cannot afford to pay the regular annual fee 
of $10.00. 

Members were invited to comment on this proposal, 
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and in due course the comments came in. All approved 
the plan in principle; however, several expressed doubts 
of its practicality, especially in wartime. One advanced 
the novel theory that book collecting in general and an 
enthusiasm for fine printing in particular are exclusively 
the concern of those of middle age or worse, and that any 
attempt to interest college students in such matters would 
be foredoomed to failure. Another stated that if the Club 
wants to encourage book collecting among college stu- 
dents it can do so most effectively by supporting the 
student library movement already under way in several 
western universities; he suggested offering complimen- 
tary one-year memberships to winners of the annual com- 
petitions for the best personal libraries. About half a 
dozen responded favorably to the suggestion made in the 
original letter that some present members might be 
willing to pay $15.00 dues in order to permit a student 
membership at $5.00. One wrote: “A steady flow of new 
blood 1s necessary to keep any organization on its toes; 
student memberships is a step in the right direction.” 
Another, less optimistic, commented: “Frankly, I think 
you Il be wasting your time trying to put such a program 
over 1n wartime. 

The net result: The question of whether or not the 
Club will inaugurate student memberships has been 
added to the already formidable list of post-war problems. 
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PRINTERS’ LEAFLETS 
DURING THE MORE THAN THREE DECADES 


it has been in existence the Club has had a wide and 
varied experience with the printers of the Pacific Coast. 
At one time or another it has had dealings with ptac- 


THE 
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SHIP, THE“REVENGE,” THIS LEAFLET ISSUED 
BY THE BOOK CLUB OF CALIFORNIA 





THE ENGLISH ADMIRALS 


Admiral to Lord Thomas Howard, and 

lay off the Azores with the English squad- 
ron in 1591. He was a noted tyrant to his 
crew: a dark, bullying fellow apparently; and 
it is related of him that he would chew and 
swallow wineglasses, by way of convivial lev- 
ity, till the blood ran out of his mouth. When 
the Spanish fleet of fifty sail came within sight 
of the English, his ship, the Revenge, was the 
last to weigh anchor, and was so far circum- 
vented by the Spaniards that there were but 
two courses open — either to turn her back 
upon the enemy or sail through one of his 
squardons. The first alternative Greenville 
dismissed as dishonorable to himself, his coun- 
try, and her Majesty’s ship. Accordingly, he 
chose the latter, and steered into the Spanish 


Ss RICHARD GREENVILLE was Vice- 


armament. Several vessels he forced to luff & 
fall under his lee; until, about three o’clock of 
the afternoon, a great ship of three decks of 
ordnance took the wind out of his sails, and 
immediately boarded. Thenceforward, and all 
night long, the Revenge held her own single- 
handed against the Spaniards. As one ship was 
beaten off, another took its place. She endured, 
according to Raleigh’s computation, “eight 
hundred shot of great artillery, besides many 
assaults and entries.” By morning the powder 
was spent, the pikes all broken, not a stick was 
standing, “nothing left overhead either for 
flight or defence;’’six feet of water in the hold; 
almost all the men hurt; and Greenville him- 
selfin a dying condition. To bring them to this 
pass, a fleet of fifty sail had been mauling them 
for fifteen hours, the Admiral of the Hulks and 
the Ascension of Seville had both gone down 
alongside, and two other vessels had taken 
refuge on shore in a sinking state. In Hawke’s 
words, they had ‘‘taken a great deal of drub- 
bing.”’ The captain and crew thought they 
had done about enough; but Greenville was 


not of this opinion; he gave orders to the mas- 
ter gunner, whom he knew to be a fellow after 
his own stamp, to scuttle the Revenge where 
she lay. The others, who were not mortally 
wounded like the Admiral, interfered with 
some decision, locked the master gunner in 
his cabin, after having deprived him of his 
sword, for he manifested an intention to kill 
himself if he were not to sink the ship; and 
sent to the Spaniards to demand terms. These 
were granted. The second or third day after, 
Greenville died of his wounds aboard the 
Spanish flag-ship, leaving his contempt upon 
the “traitors and dogs’’ who had not chosen to 
do as he did, and engage fifty vessels, well 
found and fully manned, with six inferior 
craft ravaged by sickness and short of stores. 
He at least, he said, had done his duty as he 
was bound to do, and looked for everlasting 
fame. 

@\ Printed by Cecil and James Johnson at 
The Windsor Press, San Francisco, 1942. 
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tically every firm in the west whose owners have now 
and then a desire to turn their hands to a type of work 
a cut above the ordinary routine of commercial printing. 
Our relations with these craftsmen have from our stand- 
point been uniformly pleasant and instructive, and we 
have been given to understand that they in turn welcome 
the opportunity from time to time to produce a job in 
which the emphasis is not primarily on price and delivery 
date but on the quality, taste and general agreeableness of 
the finished product. The Club regrets that it has not 
been possible to do business more frequently with these 
gentlemen, and that the jobs it has been able to place in 
their hands were seldom very large or very lucrative. But 
the printers have at any rate the satisfaction of knowing 
that such work as they do for the Club finds its way into 
the possession of some hundreds of men and women who 
are keenly interested in the esthetic side of printing and 
who recognize sound design and superior workmanship 
when they see it. 

These remarks are by way of calling attention to a 
leaflet, ““The British Admirals: Greenville,” by Robert 
Louis Stevenson, which 1s being sent members with this 
issue of the News Letter. It is expected that inserts of this 
same general character will be included with some regu- 
larity in future numbers of the quarterly. The idea behind 
this project of printers’ leaflets is simply this: Printers 
sometimes have idle time on their hands. They also, in 
their reading or in periods of reflection or in their contacts 
with their fellows, sometimes come across some short item 
that by its timeliness or novelty or beauty, or for any other 
good reason, strikes them as worth preserving, and pre- 
serving in attractive and appropriate form. The result: the 
printer occupies himself in his spare time putting the 
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material into print; he runs off five hundred copies with 
the Club’s imprint on them, and the Club sends them 
out with the next quarterly. 

Leaflet Number One (herewith) is from The Windsor 
Press, San Francisco, the gift of Cecil and James Johnson. 
Others are in prospect. Printer members (amateur or 
professional) who wish to be represented in the series are 
assured that the field is wide open. There are but two 
restrictions: (1) no advertising and (2) leaflet page-sizes 
should not exceed that of the News Letter. 
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NOTES ON PUBLICATIONS 
ALTHOUGH THE MAJORITY of the books issued 


under the Club’s imprint have been sold out within a few 
weeks, or at the most a few months, after publication, it 
sometimes happens that the number of orders falls short 
of the copies printed, with the inevitable result that the 
Club finds itself with a certain number of unsold copies 
on its hands. It is of course impossible to know in advance 
how many copies of any given title the members will buy. 
In fixing the size of an edition the Club strives on the one 
hand to make the number large enough so that no mem- 
ber who wants a copy will fail to get it, and on the other 
to avoid printing so many that any substantial number 
will remain after the members have had reasonable oppor- 
tunity to send in their orders. [his system has on the 
whole worked well, but there have been occasional mis- 
calculations. Sometimes, misled by its own enthusiasm 
for a for thcoming publication, the Club has ordered 350 
of 400 copies whereas, as events presently proved, 300 or 
even 250 would have been ample. There have been 
instances too where the opposite happened; editions have 
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been limited to 250 copies when twice that number might 
have been sold. The latter type of error however is more 
readily forgotten; it was only in those instances where too 
many copies were printed that the unsold copies remain 
on the shelves, permanent reminders of human fallibility. 

Over the years a considerable number of such publica- 
tions accumulated, and the question of how best to dispose 
of them was discussed from time to time. Not until 1939, 
however, was a definite policy adopted and put into effect. 
It was then decided that copies of any Club publication 
remaining in stock five years or more after publication 
would be offered to members at one-third the original 
price. It was believed that this was a reduction drastic 
enough to assure a brisk business in the titles concerned, 
and so it proved. A mimeographed list was prepared and 
sent the members. The response was so prompt and heavy 
that before a month had passed three-quarters of the titles 
were sold out and the supply of the others was sharply 
reduced. The Club’s first bargain sale proved a great 
success. 

The reason this matter had been brought up here is to 
provide the necessary background for the following an- 
nouncement: The five-year rule has now become operative 
in the case of another Club publication, Clarence King’s 
““The Helmet of Mambrino,”’ published in 1938. The 
original price was $2.00; the remaining copies will there- 
fore be sold—on a first-come, first-served basis—for $.67. 
Clarence King’s fanciful tale of Spain, of Don Horatio of 
San Francisco and of an elusive barber's basin has long 
been a favorite of a few discriminating readers who have 
kept its memory green. The Club edition, which has an 
informed and graceful foreword by Francis P. Farquhar, 


was handsomely printed by the University of California 
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Press. The price again is $.67. To members inclined to 

take advantage of this unquestioned bargain, a word of 

warning 1s necessary: less than sixty copies remain on hand. 
Other titles currently available are listed below: 


AN ACCOUNT OF A VISIT TO CALIFORNIA IN 1826- 
27 by Captain F. W. Beechey. With a foreword by Edith M. 
Coulter and four color lithographs. The first reprinting of the 
California section of Beechey’s famous “Narrative.” The Grab- 
horn Press, 350 copies, $8.00. 


BALLADS OF ELDORADO. Selected, with a foreword, by 
Earle V. Weller. The best, and most readable, of California 
ballads, printed by the Ward Ritchie Press and strikingly illus- 
trated by Barse Miller. 300 copies. $3.00. 
FIRE AND OTHER POEMS by D. H. Lawrence. With an 
introduction by Robinson Jeffers and a note by Frieda Lawrence. 
A first edition by Lawrence and Jeffers and a distinguished re- 
cent example of Grabhorn Press printing. 300 copies. $3.50. 
CATO’S MORAL DISTICHS. A facsimile of a rare pamphlet 
printed by Benjamin Franklin, with text by Carl Van Doren 
and a leaf of Franklin printing. The Ward Ritchie Press. 300 
copies. $3.00. 
AN ORIGINAL ISSUE OF THE SPECTATOR: An essay 
on Addison, Steele and the Spectator by Eric Partridge, with a 
genuine issue of this famous 18th century paper bound in each 
copy. The Grabhorn Press. 450 copies $6.00. 

In addition to the above, the following earlier Club publica- 
tions are available, at one-third their original prices: 
ODES AND SONNETS by Clark Ashton Smith. Introduction 
by George Sterling. Selections from the work of a young Cali- 
fornia poet of great talent. Taylor & Taylor. 300 copies. $1.00. 
LILITH by George Sterling. A long narrative poem that ranks 
with the finest of Sterling’s productions. Taylor & Taylor. 350 
copies. $2.00. 
CONTINENTS END: An Anthology of Contemporary 
California poets. The best of modern California poetry, selected 
by George Sterling, Genevieve Taggard and James Rorty. John 
Henry Nash. 600 copies. $5.00. 
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THE FINAL STANZA by Lewis Browne. An unpublished 
chapter of Browne’s life of Heine. Johnck & Seeger. 300 copies, 
signed by the author. $1.17. 


THE PERSISTENCE OF POETRY by Witter Bynner. 
Poetry’s place in the modern world. The Windsor Press. 300 
copies, signed by the author. $2.00. 


SIR WALTER SCOTT. Essays on the novelist by John 
Bucham and William V. Van Antwerp. Johnck & Seeger. 300 


copies. $1.00. 


BIERCE AND THE POE HOAX by Carroll D. Hall. Intro- 
duction by Carey McWilliams. A spirited retelling of an amus- 
ing episode in San Francisco journalism. The Windsor Press. 
250 copies. $1.00. 
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KEEPSAKES 
PART TWO of the current series, ““Guardians of the 


Pacific,” is now being printed and members should re- 
ceive their copies about mid-April. Preparations for parts 
Three and Four are well advanced and will, by present 
plans, be distributed in June and August respectively. It 
is hoped and expected that all six parts will be in the 
hands of the members by the end of the year. 

The Club regrets to announce a further delay in com- 
pleting the 1941-2 series, ““California on Canvas.” Fight 
parts have been finished and distributed. Parts Nine to 
Twelve are still to come. It is not possible at this time to 
state with certainty when the missing parts will be forth- 
coming; the series will, however, be completed as 
promptly as conditions will permit. 

Slipcases are on hand for the following keepsake series: 
‘Guardians of the Pacific,” “California on Canvas” and 
‘Six California Tales.’’ These are available both in all- 
cloth covering ($2) and cloth with leather back ($3). 


A limited number of cases (cloth only) are on hand for 
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“Coast and Valley Towns of Early California” and ‘“The 


Letters of Western Authors.’ Cases for any of the series 
not listed above will be made up on request, but mem- 
bers placing such special orders should be prepared for a 


certain amount of delay before delivery can be made. 








THE BOOK CLUB OF CALIFORNIA, founded in 1912, 1s a 
non-commercial, non-profit association of booklovers and col- 
lectors who have a special interest in Pacific Coast literature and 
fine printing. 

Its chief aims are to further the interests of book collectors in 

the West, to promote an understanding and appreciation of fine 
books, and to enhance the pleasures that come from their collec- 
tion and study. These aims find expression in the following 
activities : 
PUBLICATIONS: The Club publishes two or three books a 
year, in editions of from 250 to 350 copies, which are sold at cost, 
and only to members. The publications are selected examples of 
the work of the foremost fine printers of the West. KEEP- 
SAKES: Each year the Club issues and distributes to members 
a series of keepsakes, in six or twelve parts, each of which is de- 
signed by a different Pacific Coast printer. NEWS-LETTER: 
This quarterly keeps members informed of Club activities and 
presents in each number brief papers on various phases of book 
collecting, with special reference to the interests of Western col- 
lectors. The News-Letter, like the keepsakes, is supplied without 
cost to the members. 

The Club ts limited to six hundred members. When vacancies 
exist membership is open to all who are in sympathy with its 
aims and whose applications are approved by the Board of Di- 
rectors. Regular Membership involves no responsibilities beyond 
payment of the annual dues of $10.00, there being no initiation 
fee. Dues date from the month of the member’s election. 

The Club’s policies and activities are governed by a board of 
directors, elected annually. The present officers and directors are: 
Alfred Sutro, President; Flodden W. Heron, Vice-President; 
Oscar Lewis, Secretary; E. V. Weller, Allen L. Chickering, 
C. O. G. Miller, James K. Moffitt, Morgan A. Gunst, Directors. 


